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them, not now by arguing but by the exemplary conduct of
abstainers. For me they are the Government. Just as I may not
apply for a paid post because no Government servant resigns, I may
not join the ranks of voluntary servants because the latter do not
come away. I am convinced that the country has risen because of
the abstention even of the few from association with these emblems
of the existing Government.
Inadequate response is an eloquent plea if you will for esta-
blishing better schools and panchayats, not for confession of incapa-
city by returning to the fleshpots of Egypt.
But we have passed the stage of argument.   When the sun is
shining, you do not need to demonstrate its heat giving power by
argument.   And if anybody shivers in spite of being in the sun,
no amount of argument can convince him of the sun's warmth,
nor may you quarrel with the shivering one.   He must seek other
means, if there be any, of warming himself.   My plea is for every-
one to act according to his belief.   The Congress provides the
widest platform.    Its creed is incredibly simple.   A full-fledged
co-operator as well as a nationalist who wants a change in the
programme can work in it.   Let us not push the mandate theory
to ridiculous extremes and become slaves to resolutions of majorities.
That would be a revival of brute force in a more virulent form.
If rights of minorities are to be respected, the majority must tolerate
and respect their opinion and action.   There is no reason whatso-
ever why nationalists may not practise as lawyers or send their
children to Government schools or seek election to the councils and
still belong to the Congress.   Only they may not act in the name
of the Congress so long as they have not brought round to their
view the majority of Congressmen.   It will be the duty of the
majority to see to it that minorities receive a proper hearing and
are not otherwise exposed to insults.   Swaraj will be an absurdity
if individuals have to surrender their judgment to the majority.
I wish to make a personal appeal to all Congressmen, I would
ask them to believe me when I say that as leader and originator of
the movement inaugurated at Calcutta, I would feel hampered if
I have not the hearty co-operation of those who vote for the pro-
gramme. I would gladly find myself in a minority and confidently
expect to march to victory. This Government cannot stand for
one day the determined religious opposition of one district, if only
the others will not interfere in the manner Bombay did.
There is room enough in our great country for as many parties
as there are honest men. I would welcome an efficient and able
organization containing men, who believe in using Government